[Serum eosinophil cationic protein (ECP) in patients with perennial rhinitis and atopic dermatitis, allergic to house dust mites].
Eosinophil Cationic Protein (ECP) is released from activated eosinophils during the inflammation process. of the study was to evaluate levels of ECP in serum of patients with perennial rhinitis (with and without asthma) and atopic dermatitis allergic to Dermatophagoides farinae and Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus. Further it was designed to compare ECP levels in patients treated with allergen-specific immunotherapy (IT) and in patients treated symptomatically. The study group included 94 patients allergic to house dust mite: 42 patients with perennial rhinitis not treated with IT, 24 patients with perennial rhinitis and/or asthma treated with IT and 28 patients with atopic dermatitis. In the control group were 21 healthy volunteers. In the group treated with IT questionare of efficacy and safety was performed. The serum level of ECP was measured using immunofluorometric assay. In the group with perennial rhinitis treated with IT mean level of ECP was 6,5 ug/l, whereas in the group not treated with IT--15,78 microg/l (p=<0.05). In patients with atopic dermatitis ECP level was the highest--23,04 microg/l +/- 4,98 and was significantly different than in the group of healthy volunteers-- 7,2 microg/l +/- 1,1 (p=0,0048). Serum ECP concentration may be prognostic factor in specific immunotherapy.